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Following some articles we have 
written since 2007 on the subject 
developed in this paper
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If you are going to buy a parachute…
Would you buy the cheapest?

Eastleigh MP Chris Huhne has warned that many lives could be lost in fires caused by sub-standard imports of electrical cable. “This 
shoddy cable is a threat to British lives and local jobs and we must fight it vigorously” said Mr Huhne. “Buying cheap sub-standard 
cable is a clear fire risk and could expose builders and wholesalers to actions for negligence or worse”.

Mr Huhne has tabled parliamentary questions on behalf of Prysmian, a major local employer in Bishopstoke that produces EU-tested 
quality cable. More than a quarter of the electrical fires in England are due to problems with wires, cable and leads to appliances.

In answer to Mr Huhne, government ministers revealed that there were 4,093 fires across England in 2007 that were attributable to 
faulty wires and cables in homes and businesses. This is 27 per cent of all electrical fires.

“This is a terrible danger and a wholly avoidable problem if people take care to rewire with cable that is made to EU standards rather 
than buy cheap but dangerous cable from unscrupulous suppliers” said Mr Huhne.

Prysmian engineers have shown Mr Huhne examples of dangerous counterfeit cable which rapidly overheats as soon as current is put 
through it, presenting fire risk. The cable looks very similar to properly tested and manufactured cable.

Mr Huhne is backing a campaign by Michael Simms, the Director of Energy and Telecom Cables at Prysmian and the President of the 
British Cables Association, to clamp down on dangerous imports of counterfeit cable.

A r t i c l e s

Source: www.tratosgroup.com / news / 2009
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The Approved Cables Initiative

The ACI (Approved Cables Initiative) recently formed, led by the BCA (British Cables Association) is an initiative involving the whole 
cable systems supply chain from end to end – from manufacturer through installer to end user.  To ensure that the cables systems 
and products purchased and installed throughout the UK are safe, fit for purpose and fully compliant with the requisite specifications, 
standards and approvals. It is estimated that 20% of cable products in the supply chain are non-approved, unsafe or counterfeit.

These products directly undermine UK and European Approval Standards and create major risks for the Industry and the UK community.

If you have a concern regarding a cable that you think may be not to standard or indeed may be counterfeit, you can send it to us here 
at TRATOS Limited and we will have the cable investigated.

Tratos Limited is pleased to be a part of this initiative as an active member of the BCA.

Source: www.tratosgroup.com / news / 2009
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Agile methodology in the cable 
industry

Theres a new law being introduced to the construction industry in July 2017; CPR.

The Construction Products Regulation, or CPR, details rules for the marketing of construction products in the EU and from 1st July 
2017, all electric cables used for the supply of electricity and for control and communication purposes, which are intended for use 
in construction works and subject to performance requirements on reaction to fire, must meet European Standard EN 50575 which 
specifies reaction to fire performance requirements, as well as the test and assessment methods to be used.

As a business, it’s important to grow our culture of innovation and strive to be ahead of the curve. Our investment in research, 
machinery and people to create CPR ready cables has put us in a strong position and we can put this down to our ability in Tratos to 
work in an agile way. Our engineers are organised, plan well and continuously improve our products. 

I always ask of them to be flexible and adaptable, to find new ways of working with our customers, which means that they get high 
quality cables and our bespoke approach. If you wish to find out more about the regulation or how we work at Tratos, please do get 
in touch at cpr@tratosgroup.com

Source: https://medium.com/@mauriziobragagni

A r t i c l e s



T T p a p e r  by Tr atos  -  CPR

26

Britain’s counterfeit cable: 
The ticking time bomb

Substandard and counterfeit cable, labelled with fake official standards and accreditations, is one of the biggest kicks to the UK 
economy, and, worse, a potential killer, say cable industry leaders.

After a six-year campaign to clean up cable, industry White Knights are taking the crusade to Westminster and calling for better market 
surveillance and for all cable sold in the UK to be independently third party approved.
While cable failure can cost £millions when re-fitting large and complex projects, more importantly it can cost lives. Installers and 
suppliers are victims too. Buying as specified in good faith and carefully matching specifications to labels and cable markings often 
means nothing. Despite their best efforts, installers and suppliers’ livelihoods and reputations are at stake.
The Approved Cables Initiative (ACI), which launched in 2010, investigates all kinds of suspect cable — be it armoured, house wiring 
flex, fire-performance cables and more. While house fire causes are often recorded as a ‘faulty appliance’ — there is every chance a 
fault could lie with the fake or under-specified cable fitted.

So where does the problem lie:

•	 Standards aren’t wholly adhered to in the UK
•	 There are too few checks on imported cables
•	 About 70% of cable sold in the UK is imported and, of that, ACI believes half doesn’t meet a recognised Standard
•	 Some distributors encourage the under specification of cable by manufacturers

Contractors have little interest in Standards and while many in the supply chain operate legitimately, some distributors and wholesalers 
resell cable products that don’t meet UK safety standards.
And in a post Brexit Britain, buying British may not avoid all the pitfalls. While the majority of suspect cable has been manufactured 
outside of the UK this is not always the case. The UK has its fair share of fakers with some distributors actively encouraging the 
manufacture of undersized and inferior cable (often unmarked and untraceable) in return for better margins and keener prices.

A r t i c l e s

Source: https://medium.com/@mauriziobragagni
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WHEN CABLES GO BAD

More recently the UK, France, China, South Korea, India, Australia and the Middle East all reported issues with substandard cable. While 
there are directives in place to help keep the British public safe and British manufacturers maintain a healthy reputation, their success 
lies in every link in the supply chain abandoning complacency and agreeing to greater accountability.
Probably one of the biggest ACI substandard cable product finds saw BASEC, The British Approvals Service for Cables, cancelling its 
product certification licences for Turkey’s cable manufacturer Atlas Kablo when it came under scrutiny for `a serious decline in quality 
across a range of cables.’ Atlas Kablo’s HAR certification — from the Turkish cable accreditation body TSE — was also terminated.

IMPACT OF CPR

Getting across the importance of traceability is critical and all Economic Operators must fulfil their obligations. It is hoped that the 
introduction of EU Construction Products Regulation (CPR)* in 2017 will mean tighter control. CPR which becomes mandatory for 
cables next July (2017) will have a significant impact on all construction cable manufacturers, importers and distributors supplying any 
type of cable that is intended to fit permanently into the structure of a building within the European market.
The new regulation demands new cable testing and certification as well as CE marking requirements for those supplying cables. It also 
lays down harmonised rules for the marketing of construction products in the EU.
But understanding of the requirements is not universal and, with no formal market surveillance in place, and Trading Standards services 
stretched to their limits, many in the industry believe the future is less than rosy. It is up to all parties to take some responsibility and 
remain mindful of their purchases and imports.

MAKING CABLING A GREAT BRITISH COMMODITY AGAIN

Opportunities to purchase smarter are widespread. This is despite the UK manufacturing base shrinking and no one yet sure exactly 
how Brexit will impact foreign investment here and sales to export markets as the exact shape of the changes reveal themselves.
Buying British does, however, present some real benefits. Those include approved products, better after sales service, known 
traceability and a secure supply chain that should not be overlooked. Although this is not yet a ‘needle in a haystack’ exercise for 
purchasers, it’s getting harder to identify the authentic from the fakes. And this situation will only get worse.
Under existing legislation, the ACI reports concerns to the Health & Safety Executive and Trading Standards. However, Government cut 
backs have largely left the onus on industry to self-regulate - but this alone cannot work.
By calling for all cable bought/sold into the UK to be third party approved, the message is clear. Without independent approval a 
product will not be deemed fit for purpose and will not then be fitted and installed in any UK products or buildings. Better market 
surveillance will ensure substandard cable, one of the biggest economic tripwires in Britain, can be defused and made safe.
A simple solution with lifetime benefit for an important manufacturing industry and the country.

*The EU Construction Products Regulation 305/2011 (PDF 1MB) (‘the CPR’) seeks to remove technical barriers to the trade of construction products in the European 
single market. It places obligations on manufacturers, distributors and importers of construction products when these products are placed on the market.
The CPR aims to ensure the reliability of information on the performance of construction products, information which is of interest to designers, constructors, public 
authorities and consumers. This is achieved through harmonised European product standards and European Technical Assessments using a common technical 
language and uniform assessment methods.
The CPR regulation demands that cable manufacturers supplying any type of cable that is intended to fit permanently into the structure of a building (including 
power distribution, final circuit wiring, control and instrumentation and data communications cables) to European markets, meets the new cable testing, certification 
and CE marking requirements of CPR by 1st July 2017. Cable wholesalers and distributors supplying into the EU also have a responsibility to ensure the cable 
manufacturers they work with have done this, or if necessary to undertake the CE marking requirements themselves.
About 4 million tons of low voltage cable is used in Europe each year, much of this in construction, amounting to a value of about 12 billion Euros.
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